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historical. However, even if this fact by itself makes us
question how internalized is the idea of leaders as male
characters and first ladies as female ones, what we
expect them to do reflects gender roles. The summit's
picture should also be an invitation to think of the
freedom of choice available to women in the public
sphere.
Gauthier Destenay decided he would play that
role during the tour and would cover the first ladies'
parallel agenda. However, Joachim Sauer–Angela
Merkel's husband–keeps himself as far as possible
from
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life.

The

same
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businessman Philip May–prime minister Theresa
May's spouse–, who is considered "always present,
never there," as expressed on The Guardian.1
These men have decided whether to appear in
the picture or to keep at the rear; nonetheless, the same
does not happen in the case of the heads of state' wives.
For them, not being there does not seem an option.
Melania Trump, for example, has been criticized for
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